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W e looked out. The rain had 
stopped. It had not spoiled 
the hike.

“Let’s go!” Joyce called in a 
happy voice.

3



We looked at the water. 

Lucy pointed. “Look  up 
 above ! It’s a rainbow.”

We gazed at the rainbow. 
4



We hiked to a lighthouse. 
 We tried not to slip and   fall .

Joyce told us lighthouses help 
ships avoid rocks. That’s why 
we  build  them on the coast. 

5



Waves crashed on the rocks 
and made a loud noise.

Joyce joined Floyd. She said, 
“Those rocks sunk a ship. It 
was filled with gold coins.”

6



Floyd thought, “Maybe I will 
find gold coins.” 

He looked at the sandy soil. 
He walked   toward  a shiny, 
bright thing. Was it  money ? 

7



Floyd looked closer. Then he 
  knew  that it was just an old 
candy paper made of foil.

“I’ll keep looking,” said Floyd.
 He smiled. Joyce smiled back.
8



by Max  Lewis
illustrated by Alex Wallner 
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A  group of students planned 
a balloon ride. A red balloon 
drooped on the ground.
 
They had  brought  a pump. 
They got  busy  filling it up.

11



 “Are you ready?” asked Bruce.

The group had a loud 
 answer . “Yes!”

Bruce set the balloon loose.
12



The balloon floated higher 
and higher. Soon it was high 
  enough  to see rooftops.

Just then, a man came out 
his  door . He waved to them. 

13



The wind blew the balloon 
for miles. The students looked 
at endless fields. The route 
took them over a blue river.

“This is cool!” said a student.
14



 A goose flew by the basket. 
Then the students spotted a 
jet zooming by.

 “We are not the only ones 
flying!” cried a student.

15



 Down below, a girl looked up. 
Her  eyes  opened wide. 

The balloon looked like the 
biggest ruby red fruit she 
had ever seen! 
16
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I   love   birds. My  brother  
gave me a book about them. 

In the book, I saw a  picture  
of a bunting. It’s a small bird 
with a short tail and beak. 

19



I got up at five this morning.

My  father  taught me that 
birds wake up at dawn.

20



I  walked in the woods. I 
crawled in itchy tall grass. 
Awful bugs flew around me. 

I saw many things, but I did 
not spot a bunting.

21



Small birds squawked and 
cawed. They flew away fast. 
Was it because of me? 

No. I spotted a hawk. It 
was looking for food.

22



I drove home. I felt sad. I 
did not see a bunting.
 
When I got home, I came 
to a halt in my driveway. A 
bunting was on my lawn!

23



I got out of my car and 
paused. I saw another bunting 
on my awning. Is this the 
 mother ? Maybe it is a  friend .

I saw two buntings today!
24
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E ac h  month , King Knox asked 
his knight to perform a task.

 He said, “Can you tie knots?”
 
“No,” said Knight Waldo.

27



King Knox asked, “Can  you 
sharpen this knife?”

Knight Waldo replied, “No, 
but I can butter homemade 
bread for all of the  children .”
28



“Can you knit socks for me?” 
asked King Knox.

“I do not know how, but I 
can pile this wool into a soft 
bed,” said Knight Waldo.

29



 A  year  passed. King Knox 
gnashed his teeth. Then he 
knocked on the knight’s door.

 He shouted, “Let me ask a 
 question . What can you do?”
30



The knight kneeled down on 
one knee. He said, “This is 
the wrong job for me.”

 King Knox and Waldo knew 
 their  time together was done.

31



Waldo wrote a note to King 
Knox. He quit his job. Then he 
packed a knapsack and left. 
He started a sheep farm.
“I should have  been  doing 
this all along,” sang Waldo.
32
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Check out this car. It has 
streaks of dirt all over. How 
can it get clean? 

Have you  heard  of a car 
wash? 

35
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 Ta ke   your  car to get 
washed. It can be a thrill. 

 The  front  of the car is first. 
Then get the wheels on the 
track and see it get clean.
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First, jets of water spray to 
get the car wet. Then soap 
squirts out. The car passes 
through long soft strips of 
cloth. The strips spread soap 
on the car. 

37
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The car keeps rolling on the 
track. Water and soap splash 
on it to scrub off the dirt.

Then more jets stream fresh 
water on the car. 
38
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 The car passes through a big 
dryer  before  it leaves the 
tunnel. 

At the end, it gets a  push  
out of the tunnel. 
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 The car shines like new. 
 Tomorrow  it may get dirty 
again. Then it’s back to the 
car wash!
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 We ek 1 • Gold Coins ...............................................................  page 1
 Word Count: 144
Decodable Words
Target Phonics Element: Diphthongs oy, oi
avoid, coins, Floyd, foil, joined, Joy, Joyce, pointed, spoiled, soil, voice
Review: a, an, and, at, back, bright, candy, closer, coast, crashed, fi lled, fi nd, 
gazed, go, gold, had, happy, he, help, hike, hiked, huddled, I, I’ll, in, it, it’s, just, 
keep, let’s, lighthouse, lighthouses, look, looked, looking, loud, made, maybe, 
noise, not, on, paper, rain, rainbow, rocks, sandy, she, shelter, shiny, ship, 
ships, slip, smiled, sunk, stopped, that, that’s, the, them, then, thing, those, 
told, tried, up, us, waves, we, will, with

High-Frequency Words
above, build, fall, knew, money, toward
Review: called, of, old, said, thought, to, under, walked, was, water, why

Week 2 • A Balloon Ride ........................................................ page 9
 Word Count: 146
Decodable Words
Target Phonics Element: Variant Vowel /ü/: oo, u, u_e, ew, ue, ui, ou 
balloon, blew, blue, Bruce, cool, drooped, fl ew, fruit, goose, group, loose, 
rooftops, route, ruby, student, students, you, zooming
Review: a, and, asked, at, basket, below, biggest, by, came, cried, down, 
endless, ever, fi elds, fi lling, fl oated, fl y, fl ying, for, girl, he, her, got, had, head, 
higher, his, home, is, it, jet, just, like, looked, loud, man, miles, not, opened, 
passed, planned, pump, out, over, ready, red, ride, river, seen, set, she, 
spotted, that, the, them, then, this, time, took, up, waved, we, wide, wind, yes

High-Frequency Words
answer, brought, busy, door, enough, eyes
Review: are, of, ones, only, said, school, they, to, was

Unit 6



Week 3 • A Bird on the Lawn ......................page 17
 Word Count: 164
Decodable Words
Target Phonics Element: Variant Vowel /ô/: a, aw, au, 
augh, al
awful, awning, because, cawed, crawled, dawn, halt, hawk, 
lawn, paused, saw, small, tall, taught, squawked, wanted
Review: a, about, and, around, at, away, beak, bird, birds, 
book, bugs, bunting, buntings, but, came, car, day, did, didn’t, 
driveway, fast, felt, fi ve, fl ew, food, for, gave, go, good, got, 
grass, home, I, in, is, it, it’s, itchy, looking, matter, maybe, me, 
morning, my, no, not, on, out, sad, see, short, spot, spotted, 
tail, that, the, them, things, this, time, up, wake, walked, when, 
with, wood

High-Frequency Words
brother, father, friend, love, mother, picture
Review: another, knew, love, many, of, one, they, to, two, was

Week 4 •  The Wrong Job .............................page 25
 Word Count: 158
Decodable Words
Target Phonics Element: Silent Letters wr, kn, gn
gnashed, knapsack, knee, knew, knife, knight, knight’s, knit, 
knocked, knot, know, Knox, wrong, wrote
Review: a, all, along, and, ask, asked, bed, being, bread, but, 
butter, by, can, each, farm, for, got, he, his, homemade, how, I, 
is, it, job, kind, king, left, let, me, no, note, on, packed, passed, 
perform, pile, quit, sharpen, sheep, smiled, socks, soft, started, 
task, teeth, the, then, this, tie, time, use, Waldo, wool, you

High-Frequency Words
been, children, month, question, their, year
Review: do, doing, done, door, have, into, said, their, to, 
together, was, what



Week 5 • Scrubbing Cars Clean ....................page 33
Word Count: 156

Decodable Words
Target Phonics Elements: Three-Letter Blends scr, spl, spr, 
str, thr 
scrub, scrubbing, splash, spray, spread, streaks, stream, strips, 
thrill
Review: a, all, and, as, at, back, big, by, can, car, cars, car 
wash, check, clean, cleaned, cloth, dirt, dirty, dryer, end, fast, 
fi rst, forth, get, gets, go, hand, has, how, in, is, it, it’s, jets, 
leaves, like, line, lot, may, mess, more, off , on, new, out, over, 
passes, pay, push, rinse, rolling, rolls, sit, soap, soft, sparkles, 
spin, squirts, takes, that, the, then, these, this, time, track, 
tunnel, wet, will, you

High-Frequency Words
before, front, heard, push, tomorrow, your
Review: again, have, money, move, of, they, through, to, 
water



Decoding skills taught to date:
Phonics: Consonants/Letter Recognition; Short a; Short i; 
l-Blends; Short o; r-Blends, s-Blends; Short e (e, ea); 
Short u; End Blends nd, nk, nt, st, sk, mp; Consonant 
Digraphs: th, sh, -ng; Consonant Digraphs ch, -tch, wh, ph; 
Long a (a_e); Long i (i_e); Soft c; Soft g, dge; Long o (o_e); 
Long u (u_e); Long e (e_e); Variant Vowel /u· /: oo, u; 
Long a (a, ai, ay); Long e (e, ee, ea, ie); Long o (o, oa, ow, oe); 
Long i (i, y, igh, ie); Long e (y, ey); r-Controlled Vowel ar; 
r-Controlled Vowels er, ir, ur, or; r-Controlled Vowels or, 
ore, oar; Diphthongs ou, ow; Diphthongs oy, oi; 
Variant Vowel /ü/: oo, u, u_e, ew, ue, ui, ou; Variant 
Vowel /ô/: a, aw, au, augh, al; Silent Letters wr, kn, gn; 
Three-Letter Blends scr, spl, spr, str, thr, shr

Structural Analysis: Consonants; Infl ectional Ending -s 
(plurals, verbs); Double Final Consonants; Alphabetical 
Order; Possessives with ’s; Infl ectional Ending -ed; 
Contractions with ’s; Infl ectional Ending -ing; Closed 
Syllables; Infl ectional Ending -es; Contractions with n’t; 
Plurals with CVCe Words; Infl ectional Endings -ed, -ing 
with Spelling Changes; CVCe Syllables; Infl ectional 
Endings -ed, -ing; Double Final Consonant; Alphabetical 
Order (two letters); Prefi xes re-, un-, pre-; Open Syllables; 
Infl ectional Endings Change y to i; Compound Words; 
Plurals (irregular); Infl ectional Ending -er; Abbreviations; 
Comparative Infl ectional Endings -er, -est; Final Stable 
Syllables; Suffi  xes -ful and -less; Vowel Team Syllables; 
Compound Words; Infl ectional Endings -ed, -ing
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